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"I Am Gabriel"

A Scroll in Stone
from the Time of Herod
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(of) YHWH you ask me, thus said the Lord of Hosts

... the House of Israel and I will recount the greatness of Jerusalem
[Thus] said YHWH the God of Israel: Soon all the nations
fight against Jerusalem and ...

[O]ne, two, three, four. The prophets and the elders

[and] the pious ones. David, my servant, asked me:

Answer me, I ask you for the sign. Thus said

[YJHWH of Hosts, the God of Israel: My son, I have a new
testament for Israel, by three days you shall know. Thus said
YHWH, God of Hosts, the God of Istael: Evil will be defeated
by justice; ask me and 1 shall tell you what this bad

plant is. Not by ... you exist, (but) the angel supports you,

do not fear! Bless by the glory of YHWH (the) God from His
place. In a little while I shall shake

heaven and earth. Readily the glory of YHWH the God of
Hosts, the God of Israel, the God of the chariots will listen to
the [cr]y of Jerusalem and will console the cities of Judah for the sake of
the Hosts of Michael [the] angel and for all the lovers bgsw
[You]. Thus said YHWH, the God of Hosts, the God of
[Isr]ael: one, two, three, four, five, six

... angel ... [ask]ed ... What is this? And I said: a tree

... [Je]rusalem [shall be] as in early times. I saw two

[Threle ..., thrlee] ...

three holy ones from past generations ...

[Je]rusalem saying; (only) on You we rely, [not on]

flesh (and) not on man. This is the chariot ...

YHWH of Hosts, the God of Israel has many lovers ...

Thus said YHWH of Hosts, the God of Israel:

I sent [three] prophets to my people, three shepherds. And after
that I saw ... [I returned them] to

the place for the sake of David, the servant of YHWH. Y[ou made]
heaven and earth with your great [might and outstretched]

arm. You show kindness to the thousandth generation ...

Three shepherds will come forth for Israel ...

If there are [pious ones] among them, if there are holy ones among them ...

Who are you? I am Gabriel ...

you shall save them. A proph[et and a she]pherd will save you. [I as]k
from You three shepherds, three [pro|phets.

In three days the sign will be (given). I am Gabriel ...

Reading and English translation: Elisha Qimron and Alexey (Eliyahu) Yuditsky. “Notes on the So-Called
Gabriel Vision Inscription.” In Hazon Gabriel. New Readings of the Gabriel Revelation, ed. Matthias
Henze, 31-38. Early Judaism and Its Literature 29. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2011.

| Am Gabriel": A Scroll in Stone from the Time of Herod

The order that characterized Herod's reign collapsed with his death in
4 BCE. A period of political instability began, the fabric of society slowly
unraveled, and tensions between factions grew. Over the years the palitical
situation continued to decline until the outbreak of the Jewish Revolt against
the Romans, which ended with the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple
in 70 CE. All that remained of the city's former grandeur were piles of rubble.

Herod's cultural achievements accelerated processes that had
commenced with the beginning of the Hellenistic Period, when the region
was conguered by Alexander the Great. The encounter with Greek and
subsequently Roman culture exposed the Jewish population to political
power, economic might, and cultural assets that had been previously
unknown. This exposure resulted in tensions and ultimately divisions
among the Jews, causing much upheaval. It left an imprint on spiritual life,
as well. Classical prophesy came to an end, matters related to the End of
Days fired the imagination, messianism increased, and beings serving as
intermediaries began to fill the void between humanity and God.

Angels were the most prominent of these intermediaries, whose purpose
was to bridge the gap between man, who faced the harsh realities of daily
life, and God, who was perceived as even loftier and more exalted than
ever. The traditional role of angels as the bearers of tidings, saviors, and
the dispensers of punishment expanded, and they became the revealers
of secrets, leaders of celestial expeditions, and interpreters of visions; and,
for the first time, they were referred to by name. In the Hebrew Bible, for
instance, many angels are mentioned, but it is only in the Book of Daniel,
the latest biblical book, that names of angels appear — Gabriel and Michael.
The angels of the Second Temple Period were therefore no longer vague,
anonymous beings, but identified figures, each of which had a defined role,
sometimes alluded to by the angel's name. The name Gabriel, for instance,
suggests strength and might.
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The focus of the exhibition "I Am Gabriel"is a unique Hebrew inscription from
the beginning of the Roman Period (1st century BCE — 1st century CE). The
inscription is accompanied by rare ancient manuscripts, first and foremost
of these manuscripts of the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, and the
Qur'an. Through these texts the exhibition traces the changing roles of the
angel Gabriel in the three monotheistic religions.

The Gabriel Revelation inscription received worldwide acclaim and is the
most important object in this field to come to light since the discovery of
the Dead Sea Scrolls. Its content is prophetic-apocalyptic, its style literary-
religious, and its language reminiscent of the later books of the Prophets, such
as Haggai and Zechariah. The inscription comprises a series of dialogues. In
the main dialogue the speaker identifies himself three times in the first-person:
"l am Gabriel." Gabriel converses with a human figure —a visionary or prophet -
to whom he, Gabriel, is apparently communicating a vision. The key role of
Gabriel in the inscription is particularly noteworthy in light of the secondary
role that Michael plays in it, since in this period Michael was considered the
foremost of the two angels.

The inscription appears to have originated in a Jewish seftlement east
of the Dead Sea. Its lower part indicates that it stood partially sunk into the
earth. Considering the unworked back, it probably stood next to a wall,
possibly of a public building, and possibly along with ather inscriptions. The
text is written in ink in the square script and arranged in columns, like a Dead
Sea Scroll. The writing is meticulous and clearly the work of an experienced
scribe. The square script was common in the Herodian Period and is a major
factor in the dating of the inscription.

Scholars are deeply divided regarding the reading of the inscription's
87 lines, since large sections have been effaced. However, all agree that
the main topic of the inscription is an attack on Jerusalem and the hope




that God will see to the city's deliverance for the sake of his servant David,
perhaps referring to the Messiah of Davidic descent. Since the end of the
inscription has not been preserved, it can only be assumed that the text
ends with God's victory. Whether the war in question had already taken
place or whether the text predicts a future event, the inspiration may have
been the dramatic events that took place in Jerusalem in those days, such
as the unrest in the city around the time of the death of Herod in 4 BCE.
The inscription sheds light on the messianic atmosphere, anxiety over
the fate of Jerusalem, and the new role of angels as intermediaries —
cornerstones of the spiritual world during the Second Temple Period.
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The Changing Roles of the Angel Gabriel

One of the earliest appearances of the angel Gabriel is in the Book of
Daniel, which was composed in the early second century BCE and is the
latest book of the Hebrew Bible, and the only one to be categorized as
apocalyptic literature. As customary in books of this genre, such as the New
Testament Book of Revelation, a celestial figure, usually an angel, reveals
to the visionary secrets regarding the future. In Daniel Chapter 8, Daniel
describes a vision involving a ram and a goat engaged in battle, which he

War Scroll (detail), Cave 1,
Qumran, late 1st century BCE -
early 1st century CE. The Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

Photo: @ The Israel Museum,
Jerusalem / David Harris

cannot interpret. The angel Gabriel explains to him that the ram represents
the kings of Media and Persia, while the goat (who wins the battle) stands
for the king of Greece - Alexander the Great. End-time prophets (prophets
whose visions predicted the End of Days and Redemption) active during the
Second Temple Period, among these the author of the inscription, frequently
based themselves on the Book of Daniel, imbued it with new interpretations,
and regarded it highly.

Inspired by the appearances of the angel Gabriel in the Book of Daniel,
Gabriel became a central figure in the New Testament as well. He appears
twice in Luke Chapter 1, in the context of the Annunciation accounts, first
when he announces to Zechariah the birth of his son John (the Baptist), and
second when he announces to Mary the birth of her son Jesus, informing
her that "the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David." Scenes
of the Annunciation featuring Mary and the angel Gabriel are widespread in

Medieval and Renaissance art, and the event is commemorated annually in
a festival celebrated on March 25, nine months before the traditional date
of the birth of Jesus, called the Feast of the Annunciation, or Lady Day. The
prayers said on this day are based on verses from the account in Luke and
are meant to draw believers even closer to the beloved figure of Mary.

In the Qur'an the angel Gabriel (Jibril) is mentioned three times, once as
the figure who revealed the word of Allah to the prophet Muhammad. He
also appears in other contexts in the Qur'an, but is not explicitly named.
In addition, Gabriel is known in Islamic literature as the protector of the
prophets, for example, as the one who delivered Abraham from the furnace
and aided Moses before the magicians of Egypt. A well-known tradition
refers to his role in the story of Muhammad's nocturnal journey from Mecca
to Jerusalem on the back of a miraculous beast (al-Burag). Gabriel escorts
Muhammad to heaven, where the prophet sees Paradise, hears the words
of Allah, and meets angels.

Damascus Codex, Hebrew Bible, Burgos, D'IN21 0% NN LFYNT N2

Spain, 1260. The National Library of Israel 7w TR 'MA00 L1260, 1100 011

An early reference to Gabriel appears in the War Scroll, one of the
first seven Dead Sea Scrolls discovered at Qumran in 1947, which was
written around the same time as the Gabriel Revelation inscription. The
text describes a confrontation between two camps: the forces of good,
the "Sons of Light," and the forces of evil, the "Sons of Darkness." This
confrontation was expected to take place in the End of Days. "Sons of Light"
was the name for the members of the Dead Sea sect, who were led by the
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"Prince of Light," apparently the angel Michael; "Sons of Darkness" was the AL ZD S
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name for the sect's enemies, led by Belial (Satan), who was supported by
people called the Kittim, possibly referring to the Romans. Michael, Gabriel,
Sariel, and Raphael were the archangels who were meant to protect the
"Sons of Light" and assist them in their battle against the "Sons of Darkness."
The struggle would last 49 years and end with the victory of the "Sons of

Light" and the restoration of the Temple service.

Ascent of the Prophet Muhammad

to Heaven (al-Mir'aj), depiction of
Muhammad riding a miraculous beast
led by the angel Gabriel (Jibril),

in Layla and Majnan, a Persian
manuscript by Hatifl, Khorasan, Iran,
1550. The Israel Museum, Jerusalem,
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Iran, 15th—16th century.
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